
 

The Montenegrian Memo 
 

 

On Mission! 

Greetings from Montenegro, and may the Lord bless you.  Winter is very 

cold here.  Every night was below freezing and the days were sometimes 

as well.  Fortunately, we have wood burning heaters up and downstairs 

and we are keeping them going.  I trust you are keeping warm, and that 

you are abiding in the love of Jesus. 

For this newsletter I would like to focus one particular aspect of our 

ministry, English Club.  This group is purposefully non-religious. It 

allows us to reach out to the local community and is designed to help 

people practice their English.  This group allows us to engage the un-

churched, atheist and Muslims. We build friendships with people we 

would otherwise never talk to or get to know.   In English club this last 

week we talked about disciplines. You can learn a lot about a person 

from their disciplines because it tells you what is extremely important to 

that person.  Each member of the group shared about some aspect of 

personal discipline.  Many mentioned diet, workouts, practice of skills, 

etc.  I was able to share that the one discipline which I always hold close 

to my heart and almost never neglect is my quiet time with my Bible and 

prayer.  I was asked how long had I been practicing this discipline and 

my answer is since I was 16.  For me that is 36 years.  That discipline 

started slow and was only at night, and at times in my life was not as 

consistent as now.  I am most certain that time with the Lord and in the 

Bible is more important now than it has ever been.  The responses were 

varied.  Most were happy that I read and meditate upon anything, 

considering it as a good philosophy for life.  But it started a conversation  
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7 Be strong and very courageous. 

Be careful to obey all the 

instructions Moses gave you. Do 

not deviate from them, turning 

either to the right or to the left. 

Then you will be successful in 

everything you do. 8 Study this 

Book of Instruction continually. 

Meditate on it day and night so 

you will be sure to obey 

everything written in it. Only 

then will you prosper and 

succeed in all you do. 9 This is my 

command—be strong and 

courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the LORD your 

God is with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:7-9 
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about the Bible.  A lady named Dance (pronounced Dan-it-sa) stated that 

she has tried to read the Bible, but she doesn’t even understand the 

names of the books or the numbers. 

I was able to share with her I am here in Montenegro to teach people to 

read the Bible and to pray.  That is why I moved here.  I am excited that 

she has attempted to read the Bible on her own, because she is one of the 

people that I have shared the gospel with before.  I ask that you would 

continue to pray for her, because it is obvious that God is working on her 

heart.  I have invited her to our Bible study on Wednesday nights and I 

pray and hope she will come.   

I bring that up because it reminds me of my Bible reading devotional 

today.  It was from Joshua chapter 1.  You know the story of Joshua and 

how he was one of the two spies that came back to give Moses and Israel 

a good report about the land they were to conquer.  Joshua later replaced 

Moses and led Israel into the promise land.  Joshua was commanded by 

God, “Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day 

and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only 

then will you prosper and succeed in all you do,” and multiple times to 

be strong and courageous.  I think we need to be reminded that we also 

need to study the Book and meditate on it day and night.  Only then can 

we prosper and succeed in all that we do.  And don’t forget to be Strong 

and courageous for we know that our God is with us. 

I do not know what God has called you to do.  Perhaps he has called you 

to engage your co-workers, family, and friends.  He might prompt you to 

address a complete stranger and a restaurant or in the grocery store.  

Most certainly those opportunities arise.  But most often our 

opportunities are in front of us every day.   

I would like to make a suggestion.  Just like in our English club, many of 

your groups or get togethers are not designed to be evangelistic.  They 

are good groups and you should develop real authentic relationships in 

those groups.  And you should look for natural opportunities to share the 

gospel, to share the love of Jesus with others.  Often it will be with just 

one member of the group.  Most people say that they were led to Christ 

by a friend or family member.  Very few are led to Jesus by a popular 

evangelist or pastor.  You know your friends better than any evangelist.  

Your friends already respect you and know that you love them.  Don’t be 

afraid to share that love and the person of love Jesus.   

I love the support you give us through prayer, financial support, and 

encouragement.  But I want to encourage you to pray for and recognize 

opportunities to share the gospel with others.  It is the most exciting and 

wonderful feeling when you see the “lights come on” and The Light 

come in,” when you share Jesus.  All believers are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to share the wonderful news of Jesus Christ, not just 

missionaries and not just pastors.  You have the same Holy Spirit living 

in you that empowered Peter and Paul and the other apostles to share 

Jesus.   

Study and meditate upon the Bible.  

Read the Bible with the plan to meet 

with Jesus.  Pray with the intention of 

seeing God work miracles in your life.  

Abide in Christ and you will see fruit in 

your life. 

Sharing the Gospel 

As a kid growing up in church, I always 

heard sermons about I needed to share 

the gospel.  As a teenager, I heard more 

sermons about how I needed to share the 

gospel.  It was not until college that I 

started sharing the gospel.  It was 

awkward, a bit scary, and I probably 

confused more people than I led to 

Christ.   

Perhaps you have heard those sermons 

and “took a try” at sharing the gospel 

and decided that your gift is just not 

evangelism.  I have been there and I 

understand entirely.  The problem is not 

that we need to hear more sermons 

about our need to share the gospel.  The 

real problem is that many do not know 

how.  We were not trained and if we 

were trained, it was awkward, a bit 

scary, and probably confusing.   

Let me suggest a few things.  First, it is 

always scary.  Ray Comfort, a popular 

and longtime evangelist said he is still 

scared and feels a bit awkward when 

sharing the gospel. So that part is 

normal.   It does not have to be 

confusing though.   

Some people have suggested that you 

just need to keep practicing, and that is 

helpful.  However, I would like to 

suggest you follow the method of Jesus’ 

disciples.  Go with a person who does it 

often.  Watch them.  Pray for them.  

Learn from them.  At first you will copy 

what they do.  Then you will do it the 

way you do it.  You will learn to share 

what Jesus has done in your life and I 

promise it will be less confusing and 

become part of your life. 
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May I suggest you join your churches visitation team, or join with a 

church that has a visitation team.  Watch videos like those by Ray 

Comfort.  But most of all have daily experiences with Jesus so that you 

have something to share daily. 

Moving Forward 

 

 

I have an Update since I started writing this newsletter.  I am very 

excited to share that Danka (Dance) has now joined our Wednesday 

Night Bible Study Group.  I bought her a new Bible because her current 

one was her grandma’s and was translated in the mid-1800’s from 

German to Serbian.  The newer translations are much easier to read and 

to understand, they are also translations from the original languages.  

Please continue to pray for her to come to know our Lord Jesus Christ as 

her savior.  Danka has started coming to church, and one of the families 

from our small group has “adopted” her.  They have really connected 

with her and include her in their family activities. 

Update on the House 

The smoke 

house has a long 

way to go, but 

much has been 

done.  The roof 

was removed 

and will now 

provide us with 

an outdoor 

space for 

meetings.  We 

hope to buy 

windows and 

doors later this 

month.  The plumbing and electricity still need to be installed, followed 

by interior walls and flooring.  I hope 

we will be able to put a rock façade on 

the outside before summer. 

 

As you can see we have completed 

removing and replacing the stairs.  The 

concrete pillars are installed, and we are 

waiting to install the handrails for the 

stairs and railings for the balcony.  This 

summer we hope to have funds to 

replace the roof and to cover the 

balcony.  There is an urgent need for an 

English-speaking worship service and 

many have expressed the desire to 

attend if we can get the house ready 

enough to be safe.   

Kid’s Corner 

Andrea and David are now both playing 

football (soccer).  Andrea has connected 

with several Christian women who have 

been very encouraging to her.  They are 

both developing friendships here and are 

getting more comfortable being here.   

Andrea enjoyed joining some of her 

friends on a trip to Tivat to watch a 

friend sing and play her Ukulele.   

David is learning the value of playing 

team sports and working as a team.   


