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June 2022 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

It's 9:15 a.m. on June 7th and I’m completely packed and ready to leave my apartment at 1:30 p.m. for the 
airport in Charlotte. I fly out to London at 6:45 p.m. arriving there at 7:40 a.m. London time. I have a long 
layover and have a day room reserved from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. where I will sleep, shower, and be refreshed 
for the rest of the journey.  I’ll leave London in the evening and arrive in Nairobi at 5 a.m. on Thursday 
morning, June 9th.  
 
When I came back to the States on April 1st, I planned to stay only five to six weeks. But having moved into 
my new apartment in Burlington Oaks, an apartment complex associated with my home church, Burlington 
Assembly, I found that it took me almost a month to get unpacked and settled. (We old folk don’t move as 
quickly as we once did!)  I love it here in this Christian community within walking distance of the church.  
 
I also made a one-week journey to Florida where I had wonderful fellowship with many friends at Light and 
Life Free Methodist Retirement Center and other dear friends from The Villages and at the Wesleyan Re-
tirement Center in Brooksville. Unfortunately, since I have a “dumb” 4G flip phone, I realized after I got back 
to North Carolina, that I’d not taken a single picture. Oh me! 
 
But the crowning event of my trip was my visit with my sister, Trudie, my only sibling, who lives in St. Pe-
tersburg. As the years have passed, she and I have grown closer even though we’ve been separated by 
many miles at times. I had the tremendous privilege of praying with her to receive assurance of salvation.  
 
I’m at the stage in life when a person reflects on earlier times.  Below are pictures of Ruthan and me on the 
last cruise we took together, one of our family when the children were young, and also one of me standing 
at the door of my  lovely new apartment. 
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Our daughter, Marti, sold her house several months ago. She and her children are experiencing some unusu-
al trials because her ex-husband and the children’s father is not present to support them. She enjoys her posi-
tion as director of children’s ministry at her church. 
 
Jim, our oldest son, and his wife Dana have moved to Columbia, SC where he has joined Global Crossover, a 
mission to unreached people groups. Please pray for them as they adjust to this new setting and raise their 
support. 
 
Jon, our middle boy, continues to work for Microsoft in Miami, Florida. He has a lovely condo overlooking the 
Miami River with great views of the city and even out to the ocean. 
 
Joe, our youngest, is a project manager for a construction company which primarily does high-end kitchen 
and bathroom remodeling. He enjoys his job very much, in spite of the stress related to dealing with some of 
the customers, who at times can be very demanding 
 
Our ten grandchildren are doing well, and our nine great grandchildren are growing like weeds and seem to 
display new talents and tricks weekly. 
 
On May 12th my granddaughter’s husband, Chris Svendsen, graduated from medical school and I had the  
tremendous privilege of “hooding” him.  We were both dressed in full “regalia” as they call it. He graduated 
magna cum laude, and we are all so very proud of him. 
 
Below is a picture of Chris and me at his graduation as well as a picture of a painting that I purchased in   
Kenya many years ago. I have it hanging beside my desk where I see it daily. It seems to capture the joy and 
warmth of the African, who although he may have little of this world’s goods, is content, optimistic, and happy. 
His eyes seem to sparkle with pleasure and perhaps a bit of mischief. 
 
For His Kingdom, 
 

Hal Burchel 


