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“a helping hand to the missionary” 

May 26th,1996  
April 10th marked the beginning 
of a new decade in Nelly's life 
and May 26th represents twenty-
five years of life and service for 
us in Honduras. I am so grateful 
that she not only chose to be my 
wife but also chose to spend this 
half of her life serving here with 
me.  
 

Memories vs. Vision  
In an earlier letter I wrote, ”When 
a person's memories exceed their 
vision, they are done!”  After 
sensing in my inner man and   
receiving advice from various 
trusted leaders and friends during 
the past few weeks, I have decid-
ed to take a sabbatical of no less 
than three months for R,R,&R 
(rest, relaxation, and reflection). I 
am 62 years old and have spent 
the past 41 years of my life serv-
ing in missions outside of the 
United States. In 2012, Nelly and 
I were invited on a two-week  
missions/vacation trip to Den-
mark. In 2018, we took a five-day 
cruise for our 25th wedding anni-
versary. That has been the extent 
of my time off. (Though I must 
admit the twenty-two days of soli-
tary confinement/jail in Managua, 
Nicaragua in May of 1983 was 
some what relaxing after I gave 
the situation to the Lord. Ha! I 
was 25.)  Today, I honestly feel 
that all those years have been, 

without a doubt, a rehearsal. I feel 
that the best and MOST impactful 
years of my life are ahead of me. 
For years, I have taught believers 
to take time for personal examina-
tion:  ”donde estas y donde vas? 
(Where are you, and where are 
you going/headed?) This sabbati-
cal will be my time for reflecting 
on this matter! I plan to spend the 
time in Honduras, away from the 
city and both of my phones. I will 
be in prayer, but I have also 
planned time for trips on my    
motorcycle, fishing, sightseeing 
around the country, lying in a 
hammock, and I’m even going to 
experiment with just doing noth-
ing for a day or two!!  
 
So, What is Going on 
With the Ministry? 
Thank God for the capable men 
and women in leadership among 
us. The pre-schools are doing 
well. Students are separated in 
groups of eight for 35-minute  
sessions.   
 
The young men at Abner's house, 
and at our Boy’s Home two hours 
South of the city, are increasing in 
the Lord through discipleship 
classes and furniture making 
(carpentry).  
 
The newly established children's 
ministry and church services are 
growing well. People are thirsty 

for a true relationship with the 
Lord. Construction and/or remod-
eling is still underway at two of 
our four congregations in the city.  
 
Ministry in the Juvenile Centers 
continues to be supported. We are 
no longer permitted to minister 
inside of the hospital but we con-
tinue ministry to the dozens who 
are gathered outside waiting, at-
tending a loved one, or awaiting 
admission. The hospital situation 
here is nothing short of a night-
mare but that is a whole other    
story. 
 
Having said all of that, if after 
twenty-five years of work, the 
ministry  falls apart because I have 
drawn away for some much need-
ed rest, then we have done a very 
poor job in raising up leadership.  
 
I say WE, including you folk, be-
cause you have stood faithfully 
with us in your prayers, financial 
support, and hopefully in visits 
once again very soon.  
 
From the bottom of hearts, we, 
here in Tegucigalpa say, “Thank 
you!!” We wish all mothers the 
best day ever. Happy Mother’s 
day! 
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